
 

From Paris 

 

Train (TGV) 

This takes about 5 hours in total: about 3 hrs from Gare Montparnasse to Bordeaux (St. Jean) 

then about 1hr 15 mins minutes to Bergerac, plus the wait in between of up to 45 minutes. 

Sometimes the service from Bordeaux to Bergerac is replaced by a coach service ï be sure to ask 

about this.  

If you are picking up a hire car, it is best to go to Bordeaux St Jean TGV or you might arrive 

too late in Bergerac and the depots may be closed. 

 

Car 

This takes about 6 hours in total, plus stops. 

The drive is straightforward once you are outside the Paris region. 

Warning: the French autoroutes used to accept all Visa and Mastercards, but we are finding an 

increasing number that donôt, even though their signs indicate that they do. So be prepared and 

carry some Euro cash on you. 

FOR A STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE TO DOING THIS DRIVE IN AS SHORT A TIME AS POSSIBLE, SEE THE 

DRIVING FROM PARIS SECTION EIGHT PAGES FURTHER ON 

 

 

Directly from Paris Airport Charles de Gaulle 

 

Train (TGV) 

This takes about 5 hours 30 minutes in total: 3 hrs 30 mins from Terminal 2 CDG direct to 

Bordeaux (by-passing Paris) then about 1hr 15 mins minutes to Bergerac, plus the wait in 

between of up to 45 minutes. Sometimes the service from Bordeaux to Bergerac is replaced by a 

coach service ï be sure to ask about this.  

If you are picking up a hire car, it is best to go to Bordeaux St Jean TGV or you might arrive 

too late in Bergerac and the depots may be closed. 
 

Now that the SNCF (French National Railway Company) has (kind of) sorted out their previously 

terrible website, you may book your tickets in advance here: 

 

http://www.voyages-sncf.com 

 

This website is in French and requires some ability to read French as well as a certain 

confidence navigating websites.  

There is a version of this site in English, but it has many pitfalls and is not recommended. 

(for example: it only allows payment using an English or American credit card, not Australian!) 

 

GETTING TO MONPAZIER by TRAIN, CAR OR HIRE VEHICLE. 

 

http://www.voyages-sncf.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

There is also an Australian website which is fairly easy to use but does not offer quite the 

same deals you might be offered on the SNCFôs website. 

But it is worth the little extra you pay to avoid the pitfalls of the other sites mentioned above. 

 

http://www.raileurope.com.au/australia/rail/tgv/index.htm 

 

BOOKING TRAINS IN ADVANCE 

 

Is it necessary, or even advisable, to book the TGV in advance? 

 

Excepting peak periods and national holidays, you shouldnôt have any trouble purchasing 

your tickets at the station when you arrive. Services are fairly frequent. By doing this you can 

avoid the difficulties of navigating the SNCFôs rather tricky sites or, worse still, losing your 

money if your plane is delayed and you have purchased cheaper non-transferable 

tickets. This has happened to us! 

 

(example only showing Avignon as the destination) 

If you decide to use the Rail Europe site to book your tickets in advance for a direct service from 

CDG airport to Bordeaux, you will need to put Paris as the origin then, when the next page comes 

up, change it as shown here to Paris Cdg Airport.  

Hopefully they will fix this omission. 

http://www.raileurope.com.au/australia/rail/tgv/index.htm


 

  CATCHING THE TGV from THE AIRPORT 

The principal TGV station (also the station for trains to Paris) 

is at Terminal 2. 

If you arrive at the old round, spaceship-like Terminal 1 (most likely), you will 

need to make your way to Terminal 2 after collecting your luggage and 

clearing customs. Follow the signs till you see the ones for Terminal 2 

pictured below. 

Head towards the lifts and then take a lift DOWN one level. 

You will emerge at the entrance to the  
CDGVAL inter-terminal shuttle. 



 

 

 

 

  

Board this shuttle train and take it right to the other end to Terminal 
2, by-passing Parking R, Parking X and Terminal 3. 

Then take the lift or escalator up one level. 

 At the top turn to your right and follow the signs shown till you reach an 
escalator that takes you DOWN one level again into the station area.  



 

  
The ticket office is on your right  

as you come down the escalator. 

Enter by the left hand entrance to buy tickets to  
Bordeaux or Bergerac. 

Once you have your validated ticket, find the correct place 
to wait on the platform by consulting your ticket carriage 

number and this electronic guide on the platform. 

(óCOMPOSITION DES TRAINSô example only) 

Donôt forget to validate your ticket at  

one of the machines on the platform.  

If you buy this ticket on the spot, it is usually validated for 

you. (validate = ócomposterô) 

If in doubt ask the ticket seller this: ñCôest compost®?ò 

(Pron: ñsay compostay?ò) 



 

  
Getting from Bordeaux St Jean station to Monpazier 

Driving directions from Bordeaux St Jean Station to the D931 
(which leads you to Bergerac, then Monpazier) 

1. Getting of on the right footé. 

2. Continue across the river as shown.. 



 

  3. After crossing the river, follow this route to the D931é  

4. Continue straight ahead till you reach this interchange. Take the 

exit towards Bergerac on the D931. 



 

  3. Now follow the D931 for about 80 km till you reach the 

outskirts of Bergerac. 

. At this roundabout, follow the directions we have provided 

to get to Monpazier. 

Air 

 

Ryan Air offers flights from the UK to Bergerac 

International airport. From there youôd need to take a 

taxi or collect a hire car to get to MONPAZIER.Or you 

can fly to Bordeaux by British Airways 

 

See: 

http://www.ryanair.com  

http://www.ryanair.com/


 

  
Getting from Bordeaux International Airport station to the Monpazier 

1. Leaving the airport drive onto the Péripherique and follow it around with 

the city to your right. 

2. After crossing the river Garonne head towards Libourne on the N89 /E70 

till you meet the D670.  

3. Turn right onto the D670 and follow it to St Pey dô Armens. 

4. At St Pey, follow the D936 to Castillon ï la ï Bataille. 

5. Keep following this road till you reach the outskirts of Bergerac. Drive 

carefully: it is a dangerous and narrow road. 

6. You will reach a roundabout near the Commercial centre; keep following 

the D936 south of Bergerac passing two or 

three more roundabouts.  

7. The last roundabout gives you but two choices: take the right turn along the 

N21 to Agen. 

8. After about 6km you will approach a bend with a turnoff to the left to 

Issigeac.  

Turn left here along the D14, with care, as it is a tricky intersection with bad 

visibility. 

9. At Villeréal change to the D104 to Monpazier.  

10. At Monpazier you are confronted with a choice of approaches.  

11. For La Bastide we suggest that you follow the road, along the right hand 

side of the town, where the moat used to be, driving down into the little 

valley and turning left at the ñTò intersection. Follow the curving road right 

up towards the Hotel de Londres and, passing between the hotel and the 

garage turn left onto the stone road into Monpazier just past the hotel. 

Drive in the gate into the street called Rue St. Jacques. Voila! 

12. But if you are staying at Le Séjour then it is better to turn left at the crest 

of the hill and then enter the Rue Notre Dame at the first right hand turn 

you encounter. 



 

  
DRIVING 
FROM PARIS 
TO 
MONPAZIER ï 
the fastest way. 
 

There are many ways to go to the Dordogne and many places to wander past along the 

way: Chartres, Tours, the Loire Valley, Poitiers, Limoges and Périgueux all warrant a 

closer look if you have time up your sleeve. Otherwise we recommend the following 

choice of roads as the fastest way to get there. 

 

In Paris drive onto the Péripherique towards the PORT DE GENTILLY. 

 

If you are on the inner road of the Péripherique (driving clockwise around Paris), this 

is one exit past the PORT DôITALIE. If you are on the outer road of the Peripherique 

driving anti-clockwise around Paris, it is one exit after the PORTE DôORL£ANS. 

 

Take whichever exit applies (they both pass under the peripherique)  

and enter the A6a autoroute. 

 

After about 2.6km you will turn onto the A6b autoroute. 

After about 11 km you will veer off to the right onto the A10 autoroute.  

Keep following the signs pointing you to Bordeaux. 

 

Continue to the A10 autoroute and head south towards Orléans (about 100km), 

which you will bypass. 

 

As you pass Orléans change to the A71 for Vierzon. 

(or you could stop at Orléans instead to take your lunch break.) 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

>>>> 

After about 80km you will approach Vierzon.  

Change to the A20 for Limoges, and keep going along this road for about 270km 

to Brive la Gaillarde. 

 

At Brive la Gaillarde change to the N89 and head westwards to Périgueux  

(good place for afternoon tea- make for the historic centre!) 

 

 



 

  

BYPASSING PERIGUEUX 

This will save you much 

time and takes you 

through some lovely 

Dordogne villagesé 

As you approach 

Périgueux on the D21 

you will see a 

commercial shopping 

center (Leclerc) on your 

right. It has a good 

restaurant for taking a 

pastry and afternoon tea. 

There is a roundabout 

opposite this. 

 

 

Turn right onto the N221 and 

continue for about 1km.  

Then turn right onto N89/E70 for 1.4 

km.  

 

At the roundabout, take the 1st exit 

D710 

continue along D710 for 6.5 km 

 

 



 

  At Les Versannes 

continue along D710 

for 23 km 

04h12 333 km  

At Le Bugue 

turn right onto: Place 

De La Farge/D703 

for 100 m 

turn left onto: D703 

for 0.6 km 

turn right onto: D31E 

for 8 km 

turn right onto: D51E 

for 0.5 km 

turn right onto: Rue 

Du Grand 

Chemin/D29 for 0.7 

km 

At Le Buisson-de-

Cadouin 

turn right onto: D29 

for 2.5 km 

turn left onto: D2 for 

3.5 km 

turn right onto: D25 

for 1.1 km 

At Cadouin 

continue along D25 

for 350 m 

turn left onto: D2 for 

16 km 

 

 

At Monpazier 

NOW FOLLOW THE 

CLOSEUP MAP ON 

THE NEXT PAGEé 



 

 

 

 

Now follow directions on the next page.  


