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The French 

Adventure 

Some years ago, when 

we first visited France, 

we made Paris our 

only port of call.  

We loved it. Abounding in cafes, galleries, beautiful boulevards and a 

stylish ambience uniquely French, Paris seemed like a dream destination. 

How limited we were! 

It was only on subsequent visits, bristling with Eurail tickets  

and hire cars, that we discovered the enormous wealth of things  

to see and do in rural France, and how varied were its regions.  

The wine villages of Burgundy, Brittanyõs diverse coastlines, 

the sparkling waters of the Mediterranean, the haunting alpine  

vistas of the Auvergne, the Canal du Midi in the Languedoc  

and the fairy tale towns floating in the clouds or nestling  

in the Massif Central, were just a few of these.  

 

But amongst this dazzling diversity, three particular regions captured our 

hearts and imaginations: Dordogne, the Loire Valley and Provence. 

We couldnõt stop thinking about them. 

 

Each of these totally different places 

has a dimension that goes beyond 

anything else in our travel experiences. 

The charm of the Dordogne, with its 

rolling green hills, châteaux towering 

above the surrounding Chestnut forests, 

its Medieval Bastide villages, the 

dramatically beautiful river, and the amazing variety of cultural, historic, 

artistic and leisure activities available there puts it squarely on our list of 

essential destinations in Europe.  On the other handé 
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How can your French love affair be complete if you have never courted 

the Valley of the Kings? 

The Loire Valley, often styled 

the Garden of France, land of 

the great Châteaux, ancient 

abbeys, rugged fortresses 

staring imperiously over the 

wandering waterways and 

pretty little villages sprinkled 

along them is the heart of 

modern France. 

 

Home to poets, artists, philosophers 

and Kings, this living tapestry is so 

rich that, like the fine wine grown 

there, it is hard to ignore! 

But then mesmerising us in a totally 

different way we haveé Provence. 

Itõs a mystery. What is so compelling 

about Provence? 

The rugged beauty, the vestiges of Roman architecture, its Impressionist 

artistic heritage, the great wine and food, the lively outdoor markets, the 

friendliness of the people who have 

retained the art of living, the lavender 

fields basking in the warm Mediterranean 

sun all conspire to exert an irresistible 

appeal. 

The Romans loved it, Cézanne and Van 

Gogh fell under the spell, and we canõt 

resist going back, every timeé 

Yes, these places were wonderful buté 

Yetéthere was something not right, 

some missing ingredient in an otherwise 

perfect experience.  What was it? 
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The Romance of Being "At Home"é 

It was not too long before we understood. 

 

Hotel stays, though pleasant enough at first, left us with a disturbing 

feeling of being mere itinerant tourists, without a base, having no real 

sense of being "at home" in this country we so much enjoyed.  

 

Simple pleasures such as buying fish at the local market, cooking at home 

and relaxing with a bottle of wine over lunch whilst your French 

neighbours do the same, were not possible; dining out at restaurants was 

obligatoire.  Moreover, being always on the move prevents you from 

discovering those secret out-of-the-way places ð youõre confined to the 

typical and over-visited. 

 

So we decided to buy our own cottages where we, our friends and 

people like yourselves, could move in, relax, be independent and really 

feel a part of the daily French life - if only for a week or two. Or threeé 

 

But where should these cottages be? 

 

The first part was easy - in Provence, Dordogne or the Loire. 

 

But should they be in the country, a small village, a big town, a well 

known place or somewhere out of the way? Much thought was given to 

this. There seemed to be so much to consider! 

 

Large, industrial towns were definitely to be avoided; but so were the 

picturesque but remote hamlets without a bakery or café in sight.  

 

We steered the middle ground.  

The houses should be located in beautiful, lively villages with all the 

amenities ð where you can just walk around the corner to buy a croissant, 

a newspaper or a cognac - but still be only a few minutes ride or drive 

from the many fascinating attractions of the French countryside. 

So far, so good. 
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But there was one more factor ð a very subtle one, but really the most 

important of them all. 

 

The towns chosen must be living towns. 

 

Not towns that had ossified into tourist 

museums and not the òsummer vacationó 

towns that had already been invaded and 

totally populated by expatriate foreigners. 

 

Of all the villages and towns we visited, many very pretty and interesting, 

only three really satisfied all of our stringent stipulations. 

 

And it happened that the choice, which had seemed perplexing and 

difficult, was suddenly made without any effort at all! 

 

This is how it happenedé 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The moment we passed under the ancient stone gateway and  

entered the picture book bastide of Monpazier, it was the clear choice 

for Dordogne. (Monpazier ð pronounced mon-puz-zee-ay) 

 

And the instant we motored down the clipped plane tree lined 

boulevard, passing the remarkable 13
th 

Century fenestrated tower it was 

impossible to think of anywhere else in Provence that could offer as 

much to the visitor as Uzès. (Uzès ð pronounced you-zezz) 
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And again, the first glimpse of Chinon  (pronounced shee-non), cradled 

between the beautiful river Vienne and the rocky escarpment crowned by 

the Plantagenet château-fort, told us that this was the place we were 

searching for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We breathed a sigh of relief. 

Home at last! But were we really? Homeé 

 

What could we do to make you, our guests, really feel at home? 
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Your home in France 

Itõs not enough to have a house - you need a home. 

Then you can really settle in happily and just enjoy being in one of the 

most beautiful places in France. 

We have provided the necessary ancillary services that ensure you will: 

¶ Enjoy the comfort and convenience you are used to in your own 

home and 

¶ Find all the little household essentials waiting for you when you arrive 

yet 

¶ Experience a style of accommodation different to anything youõve 

known before, and 

¶ Not have to worry about language difficulties, and 

¶ Not have to worry about parking, and 

¶ Not have any problems about keys, and 

¶ Have full access in the cottage to a telephone and  

free adsl broadband internet (WiFi and Ethernet wired -*NEW!!) 

¶ Be fully informed of things to see and do, where to eat, where to 

shop, current festivals and special events, previous guest 

recommendations, etc, and finally 

¶ English speaking assistance can be arranged if the need arises by 

calling our hotline number and leaving a message. 

 

All these needs, and more, are supplied by our local management 

service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In each village we have a local manager/cleaner who will ensure that everything is 
prepared in the house for your arrival.  
Beds will be changed with fresh linen, towels provided, the house cleaned and set 
up for you.  
A few essentials - tea, coffee, soap and ΨǇŀǇƛŜǊ ƘȅƎƛŞƴƛǉǳŜΩΣ for example, will be 
there to get you going. 
In Uzès a private lock up garage, conveniently located, where you may safely park 
your car, is provided at no extra charge. 
In Monpazier safe parking is available just outside the house. 
In Chinon, there is a garage under the house for maximum convenience. 
Should you need assistance with anything in the house, medical attention,  
ƻǊ ŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ΨŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅΩΣ ƘŜƭǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅΣ aƻǊŜƻǾŜǊΧ 
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The houses themselves are very cosy, attractive, cheery and comfortable. 
 
Traditional in style and construction, they are nevertheless equipped with all the 
conveniences you would find in your own home: central heating, full kitchen with 
dishwasher, fridge, microwave, stove and full cutlery and crockery sets, laundry 
with washing machine, clothes dryer iron and an ironing board. The living areas 
have books in English, a radio/cassette/CD player with CDs supplied, local 
television and International satellite TV, games for children, and an unrestricted 
telephone. 
 
Access to the house is by a digital lock with a unique code. 
This popular feature provides for security and great convenience. Your arrival time 
is not critical (no appointments to keep) and there are no keys to juggle or lose. 
 
In each house there is a house manual with clear explanations and photographs so 
you will quickly master all appliances.  
There is also a house book with suggested local tours, places to go, recommended 
restaurants, local medical and dental services where English is spoken, as well as 
secrets and discoveries made by previous guests.  
You are encouraged to add your own ideas and findings to this growing resource! 
Brochures of current events and activities are also provided. 

 

  

Apart from feeling so much at home in this way, there will be one final 

element that will complete your French Cottage experience:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does this include? 

 

 

 

You will be given, before, during and 

after your stay with us friendly, helpful, 

informative and very efficient service, of 

the old-fashioned variety! 
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The Little Things Count! 

As our guest we want you to have a really good holiday experience. 

So we provide to our French Cottage guestsé 

¶ Friendly, knowledgeable, efficient service and advice to help you 

during the planning stages of your trip 

¶ A smooth and easy booking experience 

¶ Prompt responses to your questions, calls, letters or emails 

¶ Advice on your travel arrangements: how to book the TGV, what are 

the best car rental deals currently available, how to arrange your 

internal airline flights easily, and many other tips and tricks to simplify 

your itinerary. 

¶ Detailed maps and pictures showing how to move from one region to 

the other 

 

We often get letters and emails (see our testimonials page) from our 

guests saying that dealing with us was everything they could hope for. 

We appreciate it too when you recommend us to your friends, and will 

honour this by giving them the same high standard of service. 

 

Ok! Letõs start by thinking about your itinerary.  

Even if you are in the early planning stages it is a good exercise to think 

through the possibilities. 

 

¶ Should you visit Provence, Dordogne, the Loire or a combination? 

¶ How practical is it?  

¶ How will it fit in with other aspects of your European holiday? 

 

In planning any extensive trip like this the first things to consider are: 

¶ What does each region have to offer? 

¶ What options do you have to get there from other parts of Europe? 

¶ How easy is it to get from one to the other? 

 

Well, here are the answersé 
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How to get there (and enjoy the trip)é 

Many of our guests visiting France also have other countries such as 

Italy, Spain or England on their agendas.  For the French leg, the lucky 

ones have time to fit Provence, Dordogne and or the Loire into their 

itineraries, spending a week or more in each place.  

They find their experiences of these places complement each other. 

Weõll have more to say on this in the next few pagesé 

But for now, here is some practical information showing times and 

distances ð after all, thereõs a lot of logistics involved in getting your 

itinerary together! 

 

The map shows some of the more major airports that are worth considering in your planning. 

Apart from London, Rome and Paris, you might also think of Nice, 

Marseilles, Avignon, Nîmes, Montpellier, Bergerac, Bordeaux and Tours 

or from the Iberian Peninsula - Madrid, Barcelona, Porto and Lisbon. 

For Provence choose Nîmes, Montpellier, Avignon, Marseilles or Nice. 

For Dordogne choose Bordeaux or Bergerac. 

For the Loire, Tours is the place to fly to, or Paris then the train. 

(recommended airports shown in  RED) 

For routes and times by fast train (TGV) or by car see the followingé 
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Rome is about 8 hours drive from Nice; Barcelona is about 5 hours from Nîmes; Calais is about 11 

hours from Nîmes; London is about 3 hours from Dover; Madrid is about 6 hours from Barcelona; 

Santiago de Compostella is about 6 hours from St Sebastian which is about 4 hours from Monpazier. 

Chinon is about 2 hrs 45 mins from Paris. 

Now you are in the picture about getting to each region, letõs take a closer look at what you can 

expect from each oneé 

 
2 hrs 30 m

ins 

 
8 hours 
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PROVENCE 

Your home in Uzès, 

Provence 

"Oh little town of Uzès", wrote 

André Gide (whose father was a 

Uzètien) "Were you in Umbria, the 

Parisians would flock to visit you!"  

Well, years later, Uzès has been quietly discovered as a town rich in art 

and history. In 1962 it was selected as one of France's 500 villes d'art 

and since then much money has been lavished on restoring and repairing 

the tumbling façades. Recently, Uzès created the perfect stage backdrop 

for the Gerard Depardieu film "Cyrano de Bergerac". 

Climate 

Summer in Provence is warm with long weeks of perfect weather, 

average daytime temperatures ranging from 24°-32° during the months 

of May to September. Sunset is quite late and the nights are comfortably 

mild. 

In autumn the evenings are cooler but very pleasant for an evening walk. 

Even in the colder months of Winter the skies are blue and you can often 

sit outdoors in the winter sun. The only exception to this is when the 

celebrated Mistral wind descends 

from the North-usually in February. 

This period of wild clear skies (Van 

Gogh's "Starry Night"), though 

severe, usually only lasts for a couple 

of weeks 

The Mediterranean light of Provence 

has a poetic luminosity, which inspired many French painters: Cézanne, 

Monet, Van Gogh and Picasso. Each of these produced works portraying 

this quality. It underscores the atmosphere of nostalgia in the writings of 

Marcel Pagnol (Jean de Florette). There is a marvellous quality in the 

landscape that is really very different to our own harsher terrain. 

One of the winter specialities of the region is the elusiveé 
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Truffle!! Hidden away in the forests of truffle oaks growing in the region, 

these can only be found with the aid of a pig or truffle dog. You can 

discover this rare and highly prized fungus at the market held weekly in 

the Place aux Herbes. But beware; the price can give you a shock! 

Architecture 

There are many historical influences at play in 

the architecture of 

Uzès and in the 

surrounding Uzège. 

The legacy of the 

Greeks and Romans is particularly obvious 

with many ancient temples, coliseums, 

monuments and other buildings still 

standing today. The most famous 

monument is, of course, the Pont du Gard, 

located only 15 km from Uzès. This marvellously preserved portion of 

the original 52km long Roman aqueduct is well worth a visit. 

In the heart of Uzès you will find the grand fortified residence of the first 

Duchy of France. Its oldest section, the rectangular dungeon called the 

Tour Bermonde, dates from the 11th century. You can 

climb the steep spiral escalier d'honneur to the top for 

views over the shimmering tiles of Uzès' rooftops. The 

interior is well stocked with period furnishings, 

complemented by wax dukes and duchesses in their 16th-

century finery. Unique in France, the 12
th

-century Tour 

Fenestrelle is a cylindrical six-

storey gem, named after the 

rows of double-lit windows 

that encircle it, inspired by the towers of 

Ravenna and Lombardy. Inside the 

Cathédrale St.Théodorit, is a splendid 

organ of 1670, the only one in France to 

have retained its original painted shutters. Recently restored, it is the 

centrepiece of the end-of-July music festival, Nuits Musicales d'Uzès.  
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Landscape and Scenery 

The countryside around Uzès - 

where fields of asparagus, cherry 

orchards, forests of truffle oaks and 

vineyards alternate with scrublands - 

is dotted with attractive old villages. 

Stark geological features contrasting 

with these cosy little places nestling 

amongst them make outings in it 

continually surprising. 

 

 

 

 

 

Leisure Activities 

Swimming (at the local swimming pool or at the Pont du Gard òbeachó), 

canoeing (along the Gardon river), golf, Montgolfière (hot air ballooning), 

abseiling, walking, bicycle touring, and an 

aquatic park for kids are just some of the 

many sporting activities in immediate reach 

of the town. 

Cultural activities include art and pottery 

exhibitions, theatre, concerts, dance 

performances and the famous International 

festival of Ancient music (Nuits Musicales 

d'Uzès) held every year in July in the 

precincts of the Château. Full details of 

these are available in our guest's guidebook 

available in each cottage and at the Tourism Office. 

 

Now letõs discover the real secret of 

Provenceõs fameé 

 

 


