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The Frenc
Adventure i

we made Paosr

only port of call.

We loved it. Abounding in cafes, galleries, beautiful boulevards and a
stylish ambience uniquely French, Paris seemed like a dream destination

How limited we were!

It was only on subsequent visits, bristling with Eurail tickets

and hire cars, that we discovered the enormous wealth of things
to see and do in rural Franod how varied were its regions.

The wi ne vil |l ages dwdrse Boastliges,ndy ,
the sparkling waters of the Mediterranean, the haunting alpine
vistas of the Auvergne, the Canal du Midi in the Languedoc

and the fairy tale towns floating in the clouds or nestling

in the Massif Centrakre just a few of these.

But amongst this dazzling diversity, three particular regions captured our
hearts and imaginatioB¥rdogne the Loire Valley and Provence.
We coul dndot stop thinkingsabout t

Each of these totally different
has a dimension tthgoes beyond=% % 4

The charm of theordognge with its W
rolling green hills;hateaxi towering
above the surrounding Chestnut for
its Medieval Bastide villages the S

dramatically beautiful river, and the amazing variety of cultural, historic,
artistic and leisure activities available there puts it squarely on our list of
essential destinationsin Eurébe. ¢ he ot her handé



How can your French love affaiolmplete if you have never courted
the Valley of the Kings?

The Loire Vallegften styled
the Garden of France, land of
the great Chateaux, ancient
abbeys, rugged fortresses
staring imperiously over the
wandering waterways and
pretty little villages sklad
along them is the heart of
modern France.

and Kings, this living tapestry is
rich that, like the fine wine gro
there, it is hard to ignore!

But then mesmerising us in a total_y
di fferent Pmeaeyce w :
| tds a mystery. What 1 s s
aboutProvencz

The rugged beauty, the vestiges of Roman architecture, its Impressionist
artistic heritage, the great wmefood, the lively outdoor markets, the
friendliness of the peopleo wave

retained the art of living, the lavender
fields basking in the warm Mediterranean

sun all conspire to exert an irresistible
appeal.

The Romans loved it, Cézanne and Van
Gogh fell under t he
resistgoingbaeckyv ery t i meé
Yes, these places wel
Yet ét her e was somet h
some missing ingredient in an otherwise
perfect experienchat was it?

O compel




The Romance of Belng "At H

It was not too long before we understood.

Hotel stays, though pleasant enough at first, left us with a disturbing
feeling of being mere itinerant tourists, without a base, having no real
sense of being "at home" in this country we so much enjoyed.

Simple pleasures such as buying fish atlthmatkef cooking at home

and relaxing with a bottle of vawer lunch whilst your French
neighbours do the same, were not possible; dining out at restaurants was
obligatoire. Moreover, being always on the move prevents you from
discoverinthose secret eaf-theway placesy oudr e conf i ne
typical and owveisited.

So we decided to buy our own cottages where we, our friends and
people like yourselvesuld move in, relax, be independent and really
feel a part of the daily Fremhehif only for a week ortv@r t hr ee e

But where should these cottages be?
The first part was easyProvencddordogner thelLoire

But should they be in theuntrya small village big towna well
known place or somewhere out of theMuailihought was given to
this.There seemed to be so much to consider!

Large, industrial towns were definitely to be avoided; but so were the
picturesque but remote hamlets without a bakerynasighafé

We steered the middle ground.
The houses should be located in beautiful, lively villages with all the
amenitied where you can just walk around the corner to buy a croissant,
a newspaper or a cognaat still be only a few minutes ride or drive
from the many fascinating attractiadhe French countryside.

So far, so good.



But there was one more fagtarvery subtle one, but really the most
important of them all.

The towns chosen musdlivaagtowns

museumsand 10 t t he 0s umme
towns that had already been invaded and
totally populated by expatriate foreigners.

Of all the villages and towns we visited, many very pretty and interesting,
only three really satisfied all of our stringent stipulations.

And it happened that the choice, whizfiseemed perplexing and
difficult, was suddenly made without any effort at all!

This is how it happenedeée
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The moment we passed under the ancient stone gateway and
entered the picture book bastiddasipazieirt was the clear choice
for Dordogne(Monpazied pronouncemhonrpuzzeeay

And the instant we motored down the clipped plane tree lined
boulevard, passing the remarkaBleei8ury fenestrated tower it was
impossible to think of anywhere elB®vencethat could offer as
much to the visitor &&es(Uzeé pronounceyouzez?



And again, the first glimps&hbinon (pronouncegdheenm), cradled
between the beautiful river Vienne and thescaigmertrownedy

the Plantagenet chatEat) told us that this was the place we were
searching for.

We breathed a sigh of relief.
Home at lasBut were we realy®d me e

What could we do to make you, our guestdeedalhhome?



Your home in France

tds not enouyglhneedbomdave a house

Then you can really settle in happily and just enjoy being in one of the
most beautiful places in France.
We have provided the necessary ancillary services that ensure you will:

T

T
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Enjoy thecomfortand conveniencgou are used to in your own
home and

Find all the littleousehold essentia&ting for you when you arrive

yet

Experience a style of accommodiifferentt o anyt hi ng
known before, and

Not have to worry abtaniguagdifficultiesand

Not have to worry abgatrkingand

Not have any problems akeysand

Have full access in the cottage totel@phone and

free adsl broadband integniet and Ethernet wirddEW!)

Be fully informed of things to see and do, where to eat, where to
shop, current festivals and special events, previous guest
recommendations, etc, and finally

English speaking assistaaode arranged if the need arises by
caling our hotline number andvilga a message.

All these needs, and more, are supplied by our local management
service.

In each village we have a local manager/cleaner who will ensure that everyth
prepared in the house for your arrival.

Beds will be changed with fresh lingowels provided, the house cleaned and s
up for you.

A few essentials tea, coffee, soap antV LI LIA S NJ Ko &kanphé, Anijl dhet
there to get you going.

In Uzeés arivate lock up garaggeconveniently located, where you may safely pe
your car, $ provided at no extra charge.

In Monpaziersafe parkings available just outside the house.

In Chinonthere is a garagender the housefor maximum convenience.

Should you need assistance with anything in the house, medical atten
2NJ Fyed 20KSN) YWSYSNEHAPQEQDSKEE LI Aa y



The houses themselves are very cosy, attractivegery and comfortable.

Traditional in style and construon, they are nevertheless equipped with all tf
conveniences you would find in your own home: central heating, full kitchen
dishwasher, fridge, microwave, stove and full cutlery and crockery sets, lat
with washing machine, clothes dryer iron aad ironing board. The living aree
have books in English, a radio/cassette/CD play@th CDs supplied, loce
television and International satellite T'games for children, and an unrestricte
telephone.

Access tdhe house is by a digital lock with a unique code.
This popular feature provides for security and great convenience. Your arrival
is not critical (no appointments to keep) and there are no keysiggle or lose.

In each house there isluse manual with clear explanations and photographs
you will quickly master all appliances.

There is also a house book with suggested local tours, places to go, recomm
restaurants, local medical and dental services where English is spoken]|l &s\
secrets and discoveries made by previous guests.

You are encouraged to add your own ideas and findings to this growing resou
Brochures of current events and activities are also provided.

Apart from feeling so much at home in this way, there will be one final
element that will complete your French Cottage experience:

You will be given, before, during &
after your stay with fa&ndly, helpful,
informave and very efficient serate,
the oldfashioned variety!

What does this include?



The Little Things Count!

As our guest we want you to have a really good holiday experience.

So we provide to our French Cott a

1 Friendly, knowledgealdficient service and adv@ehelp you
during the planning stages of your trip

1 A smooth and easy booking experience

1 Prompt responses to your questions, calls, letters or emails

1 Advice on your travel arrangements: how to book the TGV, what are
the best car rental deals currentlladeaihow to arrange your
internal airline flights easily, and many other tips and tricks to simplify
your itinerary.

1 Detailed maps and pictures showing how to move from one region to
the other

We often get letters and emails (see our testimonidi®rpage)

guests saying that dealing with us was everything they could hope for.
We appreciate it too when you recommend us to your friends, and will
honour this by giving them the same high standard of service.

Ok! Letds start rryy thinking about
Even if you are in the early planning stages it is a good exercise to think
through the possibilities.

1 Should you visit Provence, Dordogne, the Loire or a combination?
1 How practical is it?
1 How will it fit in with other aspects of your Européap@ hol

In planning any extensive trip like this the first tbamgsckeare:

1 What does each region have to offer?

1 What options do you have to get there from other parts of Europe?
1 How easy is it to get from one to the other?

Well here are then s wer s é



How to get there (and enjo
Many of our guests visiting France also have other countries such as
Italy, Spain or England on their agendas. For the French leg, the lucky
ones have time to fit Provebmrdogne and or the Loire into their
itineraries, spending a week or more in each place.

They find their experiences of these places complement each other.
Weél/l] have more to say on this |1
But for now, here is some practical imfmmnshowing times and
distanceaf t er al | , thereds a | ot of
itinerary together!

The map shows some of the more major airports that are worth considering in your planning.
Apart from London, Rome and Paris, you atsighthink ofVice
MarseillesAvignonNimesMontpellierBergeradBordeauand Tours
or from the Iberian PeninsiMiadrid, Barcelona, Porto and Lisbon.

For Provence chodsenesMontpellierAvignon, Marseilles or Nice.
For Dordogne choose Bordeatergerac
For the Loirgoursis the place to fly to, or Paris then the train.
(recommended ainpatown ifREL)
For routes and times by fastf@y( or by car see the ol
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Driving times in green
. Train times in red

NOT 70 SCALE

pellier 30 mins Nice

Rome is abo8thours drive from Nice; Barcelona is about 5 hours from Nimes; Calais is about 11
hours from Nimes; London is about 3 hours from Dover; Madrid is about 6 hours from Barcelona,
Santiago de CompostsliEbout 6 hours frornSebastian which is about 4 hours from Monpazier.
Chinons about 2 hrs 45 mins from Paris.
Now you are in the picture about getting to
expect from each oneé
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PROVENCE

Your home in Uzes,

Provence
"Oh little town of UZéswrote
Andre Glde(whose father was

Parisians would flock to visit you"'

Well, years later, Uzess been quietly discovesed twn rich in art

and history. In 1962 it was selected as one of F@fagles dart

and since then much money has been lavished on restoring and repairing
the tumbling facades. Recently, Uzés created thstagefdeickdrop

for theGerard Depardim "Cyrano de Bergéetrac

Climate

Summer in Provenise warm with long weeks of perfect weather,
average daytime temperatures ranging fr82f 24iting the months

of May to September. Sunset is quite late and the nights are comfortably
mild.

In autumn the evenings are cooler but very pleasant fomgawadken

Even in the colder months of Winter the skies are blue and you can often
sit outdoors in the winter sun. The only exception to this is when the
celebrated Mistrabind descends s
from the Northisually in February. S
This period of Miclear skies (Vani

Gogts "Starry Night though
severe, usually only lasts for a cou
of weeks
The Mediterrane&ght of Provence

has a poetic luminosity, which inspirgdRrerch paintesézanne

Monet Van Goghnd Picasskach of theggoduced works portraying

this quality. It underscores the atmosphere of nostalgia in the writings of
Marcel Pagn@ean de Florgttd@here is a marvellous quality in the
landscape that is really very different to our own dvaasher t

One of the winter specialities of
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Truffl® Hidden away in the forests of truffle oaks growing in the region,
thesecan only be found with the aid of a pig or truffdéadiogan

discover this rare and highly prized fungus at the market held weekly in
the Place aux Herk®st beware; the price can give you a shock!

Architecture

There are many historical influences at p
the arcitecture of
Uzés and in the
surrounding Uzege:
The legacy of the

Greeks and Romasgarticularly obvious

with many ancient temples, coliseums,
monuments and other buildings still
standing today. The most famous
monunent is, of course, the Pont du ,Gard
located only 15 km from Uzes. This marvellously preserved portion of
the original 52km long Roman aquisdwetl worth a visit.

In the heart of Uzgeu will find the grand fortified residencefiwéthe

Duchy of Francks oldest section, the rectangular dungeon called the
Tour Bermonde, dates from the 11th century. You can
climb the steep spiral escalier d'honndiie top for ===
views over the shimmering tiles of Uzes' rooftops
interior is well stocked with period furnishiigsy
complemented by wax dukes and duchesses in thelisl6tf
century finery. Unique in France, thecetfury Tour @&~
Fenestreliis a cylindrical six 3
storey gem, named after tie
rows of doubl@ windows
that encircle it, inspired by the towers of
Ravenna and Lombardy. Inside the
Cathédrale St.Theodorit, is a splendid
organ of 1670, the only one in France to
have retaineitk original painted shutters. Recently restored, it is the
centrepiece of the esfeluly music festivillyits MusicalebUzés
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Landscape and Scenery

The countryside around Uzes
where fields of asparagus, cherry
orchards, forests of trufieks and
vineyardalternate with scrublands %
is dotted with attractive old village$i
Stark geological features contrastl- ‘
with these cosy litpéaces nestling ‘
amongst them make outings in It
continually surprising.

Lelsure Activities

Swi mming (at the | ocal SWi mmi ng |
canoeing (along the Gardon)yigelf, Montgolfiere (hot air balloojing
abseiling, walkjnigicycletouring, and an

aquatic park for kids are just some of the

many sporting activities in immediate reach

of the town.

Cultural actives include art and pottery

exhibitions theatre concerts, dance

performances and the famous International

festival of Ancient mu@iuits Musicales

d'Uzéy held every year in July in the

precincts of th€hateauFull details of

these are available in our guest's guidebook

available in each cottage and at the Tourism Office.

Now [ et dbés di scover t
Provenceds fameé



